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The issue: Forced marriage is a marriage in which one or more parties do not or cannot consent to the marriage. Family
members might make threats, use violence, bribe or coerce a marriage. Children cannot consent to marriage and adult has to
consent for them.
Who does this issue affect? Forced Marriage can impact individuals of any age, socio-economic status, ethnicity, gender, and
religious background.
Honor Based Violence can be a component of Forced Marriage. The statistics on Honor Based Violence in the U.S. is not clear.
This is because cases are not specifically identified as HBV and are included in data of reported homicides, domestic violence,
and sexual assault.
The legal landscape: Forced marriage has been labeled a Human Rights Violation by the United Nations and a Human Rights
Abuse by the U.S. Department of State. The U.S. Department of State states that child marriage is child abuse. Forced marriage is
considered a form of human trafficking and is punishable by law. In the United States, a spouse of any age can apply for a
spousal visa. Marriages that occur abroad are often recognized in the United States. Once an individual is taken abroad it can be
very challenging to be rescued. An individual may have been forced into a marriage abroad and is still being forced to remain in
the marriage after arriving in the U.S.
Marriage does not remove the requirement for sexual consent. Rape can occur within a marriage.
Red Flags
Increased attention to gynecological health, FGM/C, and virginity tests
Early, unwanted, or concealed pregnancy
Family history of forced or coerced marriages
Talk of honor-based violence or killing in family disputes
Individual or siblings run away or are reported missing
Depression, anxiety, and thoughts of suicide.
How to respond:
Ask questions like:
How do you feel about your upcoming marriage?
How did you meet your fiancé?
How did your marriage happen?
How do you feel about your family seeking a spouse for you?
Have you told your family how you feel about the marriage?
It is important to respond quickly and carefully so that the individual isn’t taken abroad, hidden, or assaulted.
Do let the individual knows that they have a right to say no to the marriage even if they are a minor.
Do reassure the individual that they are not alone and there is help available.
Do Not use other family members or friends as interpreters.
Do Not activate law enforcement or child protective services without first creating a safety plan with the individual.
Do Not dismiss forced marriage or threat of honor-based violence as a “family issue.”
Resources for Help:
AHA Foundation Inc text FREE to 741-741
National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-7888
Resiliency Foundation 260.300.0772
Tahirih Justice Center Forced Marriage Initiative 571-282-6161
Unchained at Last 908-481-HOPE
If you are outside the United States please contact your local US Embassy.
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The issue: Forced marriage is a marriage in which one or more parties do not or cannot consent to the marriage. Family
members might make threats, use violence, bribe, or even coerce a marriage. Children cannot consent to marriage and an adult
has to consent for them.
Who does this issue affect? Forced Marriage can impact individuals of any age, socio-economic status, ethnicity, gender, or
religious background.
The legal landscape: Forced marriage has been labeled a Human Rights Violation by the United Nations and a Human Rights
Abuse by the U.S. Department of State. The U.S. Department of State argues that child marriage is child abuse. Forced marriage
is considered a form of human trafficking and is punishable by law.
Marriage does not remove the requirement for sexual consent. Therefore, rape can occur within a marriage.
Red Flags:
Increased attention to gynecological health, FGM/C, and virginity tests
Early, unwanted, or concealed pregnancy
Family history of forced or coerced marriages
Talk of honor-based violence or killing in family disputes
Individual or siblings who run away or are reported missing
Unexpected plans to visit family overseas
The individual seems to be “on house arrest or lockdown.” Their actions, travel, and communications are closely monitored.
Sudden withdrawal from work, school, and activities
Depression, anxiety, and/or thoughts of suicide
How to respond:
Ask questions including:
How do you feel about your upcoming marriage?
How did you meet your fiancé?
How did your marriage happen?
How do you feel about your family seeking a spouse for you?
Have you told your family how you feel about the marriage?
Do let the individual know that they have a right to say “no” to the marriage even if they are a minor.
Do reassure the individual that they are not alone and there is help available.
Do Not use other family members or friends as interpreters.
Do Not activate law enforcement or child protective services without first creating a safety plan with the individual.
Do Not dismiss forced marriage or the threat of honor-based violence as a “family issue.”
Resources for Help:
AHA Foundation Inc text FREE to 741-741
National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-7888
Resiliency Foundation 260-300-0772
Tahirih Justice Center Forced Marriage Initiative 571-282-6161
Unchained at Last 908-481-HOPE
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The issue: Child marriage is a marriage in which one or more parties is under the age of 18 at the time of the marriage. Children
cannot consent to marriage, an adult has to consent for them. A study completed in 2021 showed that more than 300,000
children have been wed in the United States between 2000 and 2018. Family members might make threats, use violence, bribe,
or coerce a marriage.
Who does this issue affect? Child Marriage can impact individuals of any age, socio-economic status, ethnicity, gender, and/or
religious background. Child marriage occurs in every community.
The legal landscape: The U.S. Department of State states that child marriage is child abuse. Forced marriage is considered a
form of human trafficking and is punishable by law. In the United States, a spouse of any age can apply for a spousal visa.
Marriages that occur abroad are often recognized in the United States. Once an individual is taken abroad it can be very
challenging to be rescued. An individual may have been forced into a marriage abroad and is still being forced to remain in the
marriage after arriving in the U.S.
Marriage does not remove the requirement for sexual consent. Rape can occur within a marriage.
Red Flags
Increased attention to gynecological health, FGM/C, and virginity tests
Early, unwanted, or concealed pregnancy
Family history of forced or coerced marriages
Decline in grades at school and/or frequent unexplained absences
Fear of upcoming holidays or school breaks
Uncertain if returning to school
Talk of honor-based violence or killing in family disputes
Individual or siblings run away or are reported missing
Depression, anxiety, and/or thoughts of suicide
How to respond:
Ask questions like:
How do you feel about your upcoming marriage?
How did you meet your fiancé?
Do you feel pressured to get married?
Are you being pressured to marry someone you don’t want to?
Have you told your family how you feel about the marriage?
It is important to respond quickly and carefully so that the individual isn’t taken abroad, hidden, or assaulted. Sometimes,
individuals are locked up and beaten into complying with the marriage. Sometimes family members will inflict harm on
themselves in order to coerce. Other family members might be harmed in order to pressure compliance.
Do hold the child’s passport if they have been removed from the home.
Do let the individual know that they have a right to say “no” to the marriage even if they are a minor.
Do reassure the individual that they are not alone and there is help available.
Do Not use other family members or friends as interpreters.
Do Not involve law enforcement or child protective services without first creating a safety plan with the individual.
Do Not dismiss forced marriage or threat of honor-based violence as a “family issue.”
Resources for Help:
AHA Foundation Inc text FREE to 741-741
National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-7888
Resiliency Foundation 260.300.0772
Tahirih Justice Center, Forced Marriage Initiative 571-282-6161
Unchained at Last 908-481-HOPE
If you are outside the United States please contact your local US Embassy.

